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européennes et le Centre canadien d’études allemandes et européennes (Université de Montréal-York 
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l’Université de Calgary. 
 
Organisateur:  Till van Rahden (Université de Montréal) 
Co-organisatrice:  Annette F. Timm (University of Calgary) 
 
Location: 
Centre canadien d'études allemandes et européennes, Université de Montréal 
Pavillon 3744, rue Jean Brillant, salle 525-6 
Metro: “Côte des neiges” (http://www.stcum.qc.ca/metro/m55.htm) 
 
Twentieth-century Europe oscillated between two extremes: the descent into war and genocide, on the one hand, and the 
return to peace and democracy, on the other. Against this background, the conference explores how Europeans freed 
themselves from the experiences of mass murder and mass death, and how they came to embrace democracy as a way of 
life. The concept directs our attention to how central conceptions of morality, moral passions, and moral practices were to 
the search for democracy in the shadow of violence. We are less interested, in short, in revisiting the political effects of the 
economic miracle or of American military and cultural presence, than in opening up new avenues for studying the 
unexpected political miracle of (western) Europe’s democratic moment. 



 

 
 

Preliminary Program: 
 
Ouverture  Jeudi 22 novembre     15h - 15h45 
Mots de bienvenue 
André Roy (Vice-doyen à la recherche, Faculté des arts et des sciences)  
Philippe Despoix (Director, Centre canadien d'études allemandes et européennes) 
Gérard Boismenu (Director, Institute for European Studies/EU Center of Excellence) 
Jean-Philippe Thérien (Director, Centre d'études et de recherches internationales de l'Université de 

Montréal) 
 
Till van Rahden (Chaire de recherche du Canada en études allemandes et européennes, Université de 

Montréal)  
Democracy and Intimacy: Reflections on the Moral History of Postwar Europe 

 
Panel 1:  Jeudi 22 novembre     16h15 – 17h40   
Michael Geyer (History, The University of Chicago), On Friendship, Love and (possibly) Beauty, or: 

Why a Certain Weimar Engrossment Has Disappeared from Sight  
Norman Ingram (History, Concordia University) 

Une Faiblesse larvée: French Democracy, the Ligue des droits de l’homme, and the Origins of Two 
World Wars 

Commentateur: Laurent McFalls (Political Science, Université de Montréal) 
Moderateur: Michael Eberle-Sinatra (Études anglaises, Université de Montréal) 
 
Panel 2: Jeudi 22 novembre     18h – 19h20 
Pamela Swett (History, McMaster University)  

The Nazi Advertisement Council and Planning for Victory, 1940-42 
Rebecca Manley (History, Queen’s University) 

Moral Certitudes: Stalinism, Soviet society, and the Second World War 
Commentateur: Carl Bouchard (History, Université de Montréal) 



Moderatrice: Annette Timm  
 
Panel 3:  Vendredi 23 novembre    10h - midi 
Jennifer Evans (History, Carleton University)  

Reconstruction Sites: The Moral Regulation of Space in Postwar Berlin 
Devin Pendas (History, Boston College)  

The Fate of a Man: The Murder of Dr. Hans Hannemann, April 25, 1945 
Annette F. Timm (History, University of Calgary) 

Private Vice and Public Order: “Lebensborn” and Its Legacy in Postwar West Germany 
Commentateur: Marcus Funck (History, York University) 
Moderateur: Laurent McFalls (Political Science, Université de Montréal) 
 
Panel 4:   Vendredi 23 novembre    14h – 16h  
Susannah Heschel (Religious Studies, Dartmouth College) 

Forgiveness without Atonement: The Redefinition of Sin by the Post-War Church 
Talbot Imlay (History, Université Laval)  

Defining Socialist Internationalism: Cooperation and Confrontation between British, French 
and German socialists, 1945 to 1960 

Mark Meyers (History, University of Saskatchewan)  
Representing Fascism, Remaking the Republic:  France, 1944-1969 

Commentateur: Matthias Fritsch (Philosophy, Concordia University) 
Moderateur: Gilad Margalit (History, University of Haifa) 
 
Panel 5: Vendredi 23 novembre    16h30 – 18h30 

Marie-Josée Lavallée (History, Université de Montréal) 
Sphère privée et sphère publique chez Hannah Arendt : esquisse d'un conflit? 

Iain MacDonald (Philosophy, Université de Montréal) 
Cold, Cold, Warm: Democracy, Intimacy and Maturity in Adorno 

Karin Bauer  (German Studies, McGill University)  
Ulrike Meinhof and the Moral Rigor of the Radical Left 

Commentatrice: Myrtô Dutrisac (Political Science, UQAM and Université de Montréal) 
 
Panel 6: Samedi 24 novembre     9h30 – 11h30 
James Krapfl (History, McGill) 

A Revolution of Ethics: Czechoslovakia, 1989 
Mathieu Denis (History, Centre canadien d'études allemandes et européennes, Université de 

Montréal, Université de Montréal) 
Intimité et conflits du travail en régimes non-démocratiques : le cas de la RDA 

Esra Özyürek (Anthropology, University of California, San Diego) 
Fears, Dreams and Delusions: Imagining Muslim Intimacy as a Counterpoint to Contemporary 
European Morality 

Commentatrice: Barbara Thériault (Sociologie, Université de Montréal) 
Moderatrice: Valérie Amiraux (Sociologie, Université de Montréal) 
 
Clôture: Samedi 24 novembre     midi – 13h30 
Table ronde : qu'est-ce que l'histoire morale de l’Europe d’après-guerre, et pourquoi l'étudie-t-on? 
Le public participe  
 
Mots de clôture 
Monique Moser-Verrey, Directrice, Département de littératures et de langues modernes, Université 
de Montréal 


